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UNION BUARD OF ADJUSTMENT

MEETING

FEBRUARY 24, 2016

The Board of Adjustment of the Township of Union convened
its regular meeting on February 24, 2016, pursuant to-the
Sunshine Law of the State of New Jersey, at 7:30 psms;
and the following members were present; ~Petkov, Ciampi,
Alexander, Demovic, Wiley and piGiovannis = Absent were
Galanie, Melegh and Howe, Also preseni were Roberi J,
Pansulla, Esqs, Board Attorney; Anthony Monguso

Building Inspector, and Tiffany Abrantes Meeting Clerk,

Mr, Petkov then asked for the approval of the miputes

of the February 17, 2016 meeting and the minutes of that
meeting weré then moved by Mr. DiGiovanni sid seconded
by Mr. Clampis All members present were in favor,

My, Petkov then asked for communications and Mr. Monguso
advised there were no communications, and, hence, there
were none to be read,

The firet and only matter to come to the attention of
the Board was Calendar Ko, 3268, Kareh Osoric and
Maria Henso, for an application.to get approval for
a construction with dinsufficient front and side yard
setbacks. Karen Osorioc came forward on her own behalf.
She stated that they would like to make an addition on
the second floor to her house and the front porch of the
houses The porch will be expanded to make it part of
the dining areas, She advised that she was advised by
the Building Department that she would be violating
Section 170-50, which are setbacks foxr the side and
front of the house., She advieed that 25 feet is re=
quired and existingis only 20 feet: Mr. Pansulldsthen
stated that he had marked the application into evidence
as A-=l, The Poard started asking questions of the
applicant as far as what ie being proposed compared
to the application, according to the plans. She
advised that she had her contractor in attendance and
- would like to call him for testimony on the applicat:.cn°
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Before she called her contractor, she asked the Board

to consider her application favorably as she necds the

room for her family, It will remain a single family home,
ghe is the owner and her mother is the co-signor for the
home; fler mother is away on a family emergency.

The applicant is the sole owner of the propexrty. She then
was questioned by a participant of the audience, Calvin Goins.
His question was whether the construction would interfere with
his property and was advisad it would not. He also inguired
whether part of his property would be taken and was advised
it would not be. When he learned of the application and the
need, he advised he had no further objection to the application,
The applicant advised that the construction was begun and was
stopped by the Building Department., She advised that she had
left everything in the hands of the cgntractor and was not
aware 2 variance was needed; Hugo Espinosa came forward to
make a statement but was advised he could make a statement
later in the hearing. No one else had any questions for the
witness after the Board concluded its. questioniong. Gerry
Egpinosa, the contfraetory,ceme forward to testify. He
advised he started building to get his family in the. house.
He did not realize a variance was needed. He apoligized

for starting the home without a permit. 'The Board advised
Mr. Espinosa that the steps in the front were to close to the
.8treet, Tjey advised him to measure some other homes in the
area to show how far this sidewalk is from their steps,

They also asked for the applicant to bring in photographs

of the streetscape in the immediate aree and pictures of

the steps and the sidewalk. The witness advised that he

went by the survey, but apparently the survey was incorrect
and advised that maybe a new survey is needed, The Board
also stated that a professional may have to be called to
testif'y the house will be& structurally safe after it is
completed. WMr. Espinosa stated that he was licensed as a
contractor, ..8o, again, the Board stated that the applicant
needed to show proof where the sidewalk is and to take
pictures of the neighborhood, and also take some measure-
ments. Mr, Espinosa advised that he iried to get the
surveyoxr. to come back but the surveyor did anot want to come

pack.
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The Board also advised that maybe the applicant could give
some. thought to be nore compliaat to what the standard ise
After several questions by the Board, Gerlie Durand came
forward to testify in favor of the application. She felt
it was a good application and that they are making an
adjustment to accommodate more people., Hugo Espinosa cane
forward tu testify. He advised everybody has the sidewglks
close to the street. He advisea the applicani wili Duriug
pictures the next time for consideration: e advised that
he had built several houses in Union and never had a problem
with the Township., He advised his friend is an architect
and advised him that they could go ahead with theproject}
and there was no problem, He advised the side is & prow
blem but the front is the biggest problem. He advised he
would help his son prepare for the next hearing. Once
again the Board adviged that the applicant should bring in
proofs to try to convince the Board that she is entitled
to a variance. To bring in a new survey or photographs.
Also, to bring in a change, if she wishes, from what is
proposed, Mr. DiGiovanni then made a motion to adjourn
the matier to March 2, 2016, which was seconded by Mr,
Ciampi. A1l members present were in favor. Ko new.
notification will be required.

There being no further business to come 1o the attention

of the Board, Mr. DiGiovanni then made a motion to adjourn
which was seconded.by Mr, Ciampi, 7The meeting was adjourned
at 8:30 P,M. |
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pespectfully submitted,
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