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TOWNSHIP OF UNION BOARD OF HEALTH
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING

 MARCH 9, 2016
Amended 4-13-16

The regular meeting of the Board of Health, Township of Union, New Jersey was called to order at 6:30 
P.M. at the Municipal Building by President Carter. The Secretary/Health Officer called the roll as follows:

Jackie Carter, Pres.    Present
Maureen Melody    Excused
Teresa Palencia                    Present
Andrew Porter, Vice Pres.            "
Andre Saraiva         Late
Ellyn Smith        Present
Mary Lynn Williams       "
Yvette Gibbons, Alt 1           "
Giuliano Farina, Alt 2                    "

President Carter opened the meeting by stating that this is a regular meeting of the Board of Health. 
Public notice of this meeting has been given as required by the “Open Public Meeting Law.”

Minutes of the regular meeting of February 10, 2016, were approved following a motion by Ellyn Smith 
and second by Alternate Member, Giuliano Farina. President Carter and Board Member Palencia abstained.  

The February reports of the Secretary/Health Officer, Registrar of Vital Statistics, Registered 
Environmental Health Specialists, Animal Control Officer, and Holy Redeemer Home Care were discussed and 
unanimously approved based on a motion by Vice President Porter and second by Ellyn Smith.  All aye.  

Under old business, the Secretary/Health Officer introduced an Ordinance Amending Township of 
Union Codes, Chapter 551, under Trapping. The amendment would reflect the ability to trap Monday through 
Friday from 6:00AM to 3:30PM, for the exception of holidays and weekends. A motion was then made by 
Teresa Palencia and second by Ellyn Smith to have the Secretary/Health Officer read the Ordinance by title 
and first reading. All aye. 

The Secretary/Health Officer then read An Ordinance Amending Township of Union Codes, Chapter 
551, Article 36, Section 2. 

President Carter requested a motion to open the meeting to the public for discussion. There being 
none a motion was made by Ellyn Smith and second by Teresa Palencia to close the meeting to the public. The 
motion carried a roll call vote as follows:

Teresa Palencia                    Aye
Andrew Porter, Vice Pres.            "
Ellyn Smith           "
Mary Lynn Williams       "
Yvette Gibbons, Alt 1           "
Giuliano Farina, Alt 2                    "
Jackie Carter, Pres.       "
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President Carter requested a motion to open the meeting to the Board for discussion. A motion was 
made by Teresa Palencia and second by Ellyn Smith to open the meeting for discussion. (Andre Saraiva 
entered the meeting). All aye. 

There being no further discussion a motion was made by Teresa Palencia and second by Ellyn Smith to 
pass the Amendment to Chapter 551, Article 36, Section 2 on first reading. The motion carried a roll call vote 
as follows:

Teresa Palencia                    Aye
Andrew Porter, Vice Pres.            "
Ellyn Smith           "
Mary Lynn Williams       "
Yvette Gibbons, Alt 1           "
Giuliano Farina, Alt 2                    "
Jackie Carter, Pres.       "
Andre Saraiva Abstain

A motion was then made by Teresa Palencia and second by Ellyn Smith that Amendment to Chapter 
551, Article 36, Section  to be presented for second and final passage at the next regular meeting of the Board 
of Health on Wed., April 13, 2016. The motion carried a roll call vote as follows: 

Teresa Palencia                    Aye
Andrew Porter, Vice Pres.         Nye (walked out of mtg, emergency phone call)

Ellyn Smith        Aye
Mary Lynn Williams       "
Yvette Gibbons, Alt 1           "
Giuliano Farina, Alt 2                    "
Jackie Carter, Pres.       "
Andre Saraiva Abstain

In continuance under old business, the Secretary/Health Officer informed the Board of his conversation
with Township Attorney concerning the proposed Pet Limitation Ordinance. The Secretary/Health Officer then 
provided a brief synopsis to those Board Members that were not in attendance at the last meeting. 

The Secretary/Health Officer provided the number of animals vaccinated at the Rabies Clinic.

President Carter requested a motion to move into Executive session to discuss legal matters. A motion 
was made by Vice President Porter and second by Andre Saraiva to close the meeting to the public and enter 
into Executive Session. All aye. Mr. Strazza proceeded to update the Board of an ongoing cruelty case that had 
originated last month. Mr. Strazza discussed discovery, conversations with attorney, legal procedures, etc. Mr.
Strazza also advised the Board to consider the implementation of work phone usage policy.  Mr. Strazza 
explained his reasoning and recommendations to implement such policy and proposed on the investment of 
upgrading all phones to smartphones (if the budget allows)  in order to facilitate their case investigations.   
After a long discussion on legal process, credibility, handling of records, phone policies, etc. A motion was
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made by Andre Saraiva and second by Teresa Palencia to close the Executive Session and to reopen the 
meeting to the public. All aye. 

Present Carter moved into new business, none listed.

Under correspondence, none listed.

President Carter requested a motion for payment of bills. A motion was then made by Ellyn Smith  and 
second by Andre Saraiva. The motion carried a roll call vote as follows:

Teresa Palencia                    Aye
Andrew Porter, Vice Pres.            "
Ellyn Smith           "
Andre Saraiva       "
Mary Lynn Williams       "
Yvette Gibbons, Alt 1           "
Jackie Carter, Pres.       "
Giuliano Farina, Alt 2     n/a

President Carter then proceeded to open the meeting to the public. None present.

There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 7:25 PM on motion by Ellyn Smith and 
second by Andre Saraiva, all aye.

Respectfully Submitted,

Marconi A. Gapas
Board Secretary/ Health Officer
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